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ST COLUMBA’S

RECTOR’S LETTER

Dear Parishioner,

PATRONAL FESTIVAL
SUNDAY 8" JUNE

| invite you to join us in St. Columba’s for our Patronal Festival on
Sunday 8™ June. This is always an important occasion in the life of our
parish as we give thanks for Columba in addition to exploring ways of
how his vision continues to encourage us each day. We are very fortunate
to serve in a church dedicated to Columba as through his ministry he
demonstrated that, despite challenges, fresh starts are possible. This is a
valuable lesson and example for us all especially in the tough times.

| am very pleased that the preacher at the 10.30am service will be the
Right Reverend Patrick Rooke, formerly Bishop of Tuam, Killala and
Achonry which was my home diocese. | look forward to welcoming him
back to St. Columba’s on that day. | will always be immensely grateful to
Bishop Rooke and his wife Alison for their pastoral support given to our
family over the years.

PRIZEGIVING SERVICE AND BBQ
SUNDAY 15* JUNE AT 11AM

It will be a great joy to present the Créche and Sunday School prizes
to the toddlers and children on Sunday 15 June.



This is always a lovely occasion as our younger parishioners receive their
prizes for attendance and work throughout the academic year. The Creche
and Sunday School are extremely important parts of our ministry in St.
Columba’s. We are so fortunate that they participate so enthusiastically
in the All Age Worship services on the first Sunday of each month. They
enrich our services in a wonderful way through their reading of the lessons
and the prayers. In addition, they provide such beautiful art work for our
church on festival occasions which we all really enjoy.

| thank our Sunday School Superintendent, Lynn Ryan, the Creche Co
Ordinator, Lindsay Rothwell, the teachers and volunteers for all their hard
work preparing and conducting interesting and exciting classes. We are
so fortunate to have such a wonderful team who give so generously of
their time and professional skills to encourage our toddlers and children
in their journey of faith.

I hope you will be able to attend this service as we congratulate our
toddlers and children and also convey our grateful thanks to all
those involved in our Créeche and Sunday School. This service will be
followed by a BBQ enabling us to enjoy fellowship together on the
front lawn. Hopefully the sun will be shining!

Yours in His service,

&L“‘J{

PARISH PRAYER

God, our Heavenly Father, make the door of our Church wide enough
to welcome all who need human love, fellowship and a Father’s care;
but narrow enough to shut out all envy, pride and hatred. Here may the
tempted find help, the sorrowing receive comfort and the penitent be
assured of your mercy. And here may all your children renew their strength
and go on their way in hope and joy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
" Amen.
Bishop Thomas Ken 1637-1711
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Sunday 1% The Seventh Sunday of Easter (White)
Sunday after Ascension Day
8.15am Holy Communion
Epistle Acts 16: 16-34 Paul and Silas in prison
Reader Joyce Forsythe
Gospel John 17:20-26 Jesus prays for His Disciples
10.30am All Age Worship and Holy Baptisms followed by refreshments
Reading John 17:20-26 Jesus Prays for His Disciples
Read by Rachel Cairns
Thursday 5t (White)
10.30am Holy Communion followed by refreshments in the Choir Vestry
Sunday 8t Day of Pentecost (Red)
Whit Sunday
8.15am Holy Communion
Epistle Acts 2: 1-21 The coming of the Holy Spirit
Read by Clergy
Gospel John 14:8-17 Jesus, the way to the Father
10.30am Patronal Holy Communion followed by refreshments (White)
Epistle Romans 15:1-6 Please others, not yourselves
Read by David Craig
Gospel John 12: 20-26 The quest of the Greeks
Preacher: The Right Reverend Patrick Rooke
Former Bishop of Tuam, Killala & Achonry
Intercessions Heather Brehcist
Thursday 12" Saint Barnabas (Red)
10.30am Holy Communion followed by refreshments in the Choir Vestry
Sunday 15"  Trinity Sunday (White)
8.15am Holy Communion
Epistle Romans 5: 1-5 Peace and Hope
Read by Alan Boyd
Gospel John 16: 12-15 The work of the Spirit
11.00am All Age Worship with Sunday School and Creche Prizegiving
followed by BBQ
Reading John 16: 12-15 The work of the Spirit
Read by: Evie Greer
- J

N
SERVICES IN JUNE
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Thursday 19t (Green)
10.30am Holy Communion followed by refreshments in the Choir Vestry
Sunday 22" The First Sunday after Trinity (Green)
8.15am Holy Communion

Epistle Galatians 3:23-29 The coming of Faith

Read by Patrick Good

Gospel Luke 8:26-39 Jesus heals the Gerasene Demoniac
10.30am Holy Communion

Epistle Galatians 3:23-29 The coming of Faith

Read by Laura Wells

Gospel Luke 8:26-39 Jesus heals the Gerasene Demoniac

Intercessions Elizabeth Leonard
Thursday 27t The Birth of Saint John the Baptist (Transferred) (White)
10.30am Holy Communion followed by refreshments in the Choir Vestry
Sunday 29*  Saint Peter (Red)
8.15am Holy Communion

Epistle Acts 12:1-11 Peter delivered from prison

Read by Ronny Martin

Gospel Luke 9:51-62 On the road to Jerusalem
10.30am Morning Prayer with Holy Baptism

1%t Reading Isaiah 49:1-6 The second Servant Song
Read by Rosemary Alliser

2" Reading Luke 9:51-62 On the road to Jerusalem
Read by David Connery

Online Services
The audio recording of our 10.30am service each Sunday can be found on our
parish website www.stcolumbas.down.anglican.org under “Church Service
Recordings"”.

From the Registers
Our Sorrows
Funeral Services

\Wednesday 30t April Eileen Graham Gibson )
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ALDERLEY EDGE PARISH VISIT

It was a great joy to welcome the Vicar of St. Philip
and St. James’ Church Alderley Edge, together
with his wife Marion along with some of their
parishioners and friends to our parish during the
first weekend of May. Each year they organise
a parish pilgrimage and this year they came to
St. Columba’s, where they received a very warm
welcome.

They had a busy schedule for their pilgrimage
which included church services and exploring
local historical sites with a particular focus on
St. Patrick. The Vicar, The Reverend Robin Pye
and Marian stayed with us in the Rectory. | am
extremely grateful to Brian and Alison Acheson,
Robin and Fiona Haldane and Ruth MacCartney who very kindly provided
accommodation to a number of the pilgrims. Some stayed with their
families while a few stayed in the Stormont hotel.

It was also a wonderful
opportunity for Caroline
and | to catch up with
Mandy Parr, who was
one of the organisers of
the pilgrimage, and her
husband Nick, pictured in
this photograph, who are
close family friends.

The pilgrimage began
with a Service of Holy
Communion on the Friday
evening which was followed
by refreshments. This gave
us all a lovely opportunity to meet with one another informally. There was
plenty of laughter and conversation as we all quickly made new friends. It
was lovely that a number of parishioners were able to attend. Dr Joe McKee
played some inspirational organ voluntaries and there was such powerful
singing of the hymns!
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They had a busy day on the Saturday which commenced with a most
informative tour of Down Cathedral followed by a service which |
conducted. They then explored Saul, Strangford and Portaferry in glorious
sunshine before returning back to St. Columba’s late that evening.

The Vicar of St. Philip and St. James
preached a most engaging sermon at
our All Age Worship service on Sunday
4" May, and all the pilgrims were so
complimentary about the participation
of our young people throughout the
service. They all read extremely well. It
was very kind of the Pilgrims to supply
the cake and biscuits which we enjoyed
afterthe service at the back of the church.

A number of them went to climb Slemish

in the afternoon while others went to visit
Nendrum Monastic site, returning to the
Church Hall for a delicious meal kindly
provided by our Catering Committee. This
provided everyone, together with those who hosted them, with a lovely
opportunity to share fellowship and friendship together.

The Reverend Professor Loveday Alexander, on behalf of the pilgrims,
presented a beautiful piece of crafted artwork of Alderley Edge Parish
Church as a gift to St Columba’s, which was made by their Art and Craft
Group.

Along with all of the pilgrims, she thanked St Columba'’s most sincerely for
a very enjoyable visit, and we wished them safe travels on their return to
England.

What a wonderful experience enjoyed by all involved!

| express my most grateful thanks to all those parishioners who worked so
hard throughout the weekend to ensure that all our visitors were able to
experience St Columba’s at its very best. We are most grateful for their kind
invitation to make a return visit to Alderley Edge in due course.

THE RECTOR




Sunday 15th June
11.00am All Age Worship including
sSunday School and Creche Prizegiving

followed hy aBBQ inthe church
<v" grounds- 4> )

‘\i All welcome! EQT

Voluntary donations for the Church
Tlding Fund
iy - o :
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June:
Rector

Enid Parade
Forthill Close
Gilbourne Court
Gilnahirk Road
Glen Road
Glencregagh Park
Grand Parade

Don’t
e FORGET!
Ay

It is always a great privilege for the Clergy to visit parishioners in their homes. If
you would like to request a Clergy Visit, please telephone the Rector (028 9047
1514) or Canon Walter Laverty (028 9573 8743). In addition to requested Parish
Visiting, the Clergy will be visiting parishioners in the following districts during

Clergy Parish Visiting R

Canon Laverty

Finchley Gardens
Finchley Park
Finchley Vale
Glenmachan Drive
Glenmachan Park

Glenbrook Avenue

PASTORAL SUPPORT

The Clergy would appreciate being informed if pa-
rishioners are in hospital, are being transferred or if
they have been discharged, and will be pleased to
offer them pastoral support. Please do not assume
that they already know this information.

Please telephone the Rector (028 9047 1514) to en-
able him to take careful notes of the details. Thank
you.

\_ J

~ - JUNE FLOWER ROTA

~‘-".4 Sunday 1% Rectory family
%mgay 8t # Geoff and Eleanor Launchbury

i g ’SLlln'd‘gil. 15t Joan Oswald :
Sunday 22" Margaret McKee :
Sunday 29t The Coffey family
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Some of the most meaningful

Thought for the moments in life often come quietly

unexpected and unplanned but they
MOnth shape who we are in lasting ways.

| was born and raised in Dublin,

surrounded by a strong sense of family and

tradition. It was there, at a rugby match of all places, that |
met my husband, Barrie. What began as a chance encounter
turned into a shared life filled with love, laughter, and two
wonderful sons, Zac and Bruce, now grown and carving
out their own journeys in New Zealand and Denmark.

Throughout my working life, I've been part of the fashion
industry selling designer womenswear. For me, it was
never just about clothes; it was about helping women feel
confident, elegant, and themselves. | always believed fashion

" sharon Elkin could be uplifting, even transformative how someone walks

out of a shop feeling better than when they walked in.

Recently, | found myself sorting through some old garments
I'd held onto over the years from a trip to Italy with Barrie.
Each piece carried a story, and in that quiet moment, | realised
how much beauty there is in these small, personal memories.

In a world that often feels rushed and noisy, I've come to cherish these
pauses, these glimpses into the past that remind me of the joy found in
simple things. A walk in the sun. A shared laugh. A still moment with God.
As we step into summer, | hope you, too, find time to reflect and find
peace in the ordinary. Because, more often than not, it’s in those everyday
moments that we find grace.

Sharon

Our sincere thanks to Sharon for sharing this ‘Thought’ with us.
The July/August ‘Thought for the Month’ will be written by Rachael Laycock.
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NDA' SCHOOL
& CRECHE

And just like that - it is June! | know that many of our young people
will be in the middle of exams so please be reassured they are in our
prayers at this time.

There are only 2 Sunday School & Creche days left:
Sunday 8th June - in the hall at 10.30am - a fun morning!

Sunday 15th June - PRIZE GIVING - we do hope that many of you will
be able to join us at this service.

At the end of another year, | would like to say a huge thank you to the
Sunday School & Creche team. Lindsay, Rachel, Helen, Jayne & Linda
have been incredible and a huge support. Thank you to the Rector

and Select Vestry for all their support throughout the year. Thank you
to all our wonderful parents and grandparents for bringing the children
to Creche & Sunday School. Finally, thank you to all our children and
young people - you have all been amazing and hope you enjoyed the
stories, chats and crafts!

| hope you all have a very restful and enjoyable summer!




HOLY WEEK COLLECTION

Thank you very much to everyone who

contributed to Marie
Marie Curie during our - - - -
Curie Holy Week services — = = =

Care and support

This has been added to the
collection from Knock Meth

church, and the Reverend Fiona

McCrea joined the Rector in
presenting a cheque to Mar

in April, where
through terminal illness we raised £82650
from our loose
plate collection. Your kindness and
generosity are greatly appreciated.

ie Curie

odist

for £1,259.50 on Wednesday 7™ May.

e

always plenty to talk about.

We look forward to seeing you

Eileen (028 9020 3684
.

Summer has arrived in style. Somehow the bright sunshine in the morning
makes me feel brighter and more energetic. It doesnst always last.

If you are free on Tuesday 17th June do PAUSE at Hillmount Garden
Centre at 10.30am for tea/coffee and perhaps a scone or a tray bake.

If you have not joined us before you will receive a very warm welcome from
those who are there. The group is different each time we meet and there is

If you require further details or help with transport please contact me.

PAUSE

there.
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Fraqess fer
yeut e agﬁﬁ |
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The religious correspondent of a well-known daily paper occasionally
contributes a column entitled ‘In a Word, in which he traces the derivation
of a word or phrase, and what that conveys to him. Last month he

focused on the word ‘Anticipation. He suggested that one of the most
underappreciated pleasures in life is ‘Anticipation. As he wrote, he admitted
that he ‘anticipated’ with enthusiasm the arrival of the month of June,

when the countryside can be at its freshest and most spectacular. The
temperatures are rising, the hawthorn is in full bloom and the evenings
continue to lengthen. For many of us, it is the highpoint in the annual

cycle of nature and creation. Granted, there are the purveyors of gloom
and doom who seem to echo a poet suggesting that ‘the beauty of the
world hath made me sad, because that beauty will pass away. Let’s live the
moment that is in it as we anticipate and thank God for the beauty of the
earth.

That is one of the prayers subjects this month allied to our need to respect
God’s creation.

This month, as you will note elsewhere, is our Patronal Festival. Columba

is recognised as one of the great figures of the early Irish Church, through
whose influence and commitment the seeds of faith were planted in lona,
and in many places far beyond our shores.

June is a month when students are engaged in exams. For some, on
completion, will begin a search for temporary or permanent employment.
This month marks also the conclusion of the Sunday School year and of
other parish activities. Then, at the end of June we are invited to attend and
support the Summer Concert in St. Columba'’s.

There is much on which to focus, and it is hoped that readers will find the
accompanying prayers helpful. Perhaps, these, and other matters, could
feature in your personal prayers daily.

KXKXXKXXRXXXX



A prayer for all times and seasons

Lord, from the rising of the sun to its setting you guide us
From our birth to our death, you lead us

In our grief and sorrow you comfort us

In our joy and celebration, you uplift us

From the beginning of our lives to their ending

You encourage us with love

Thanks be to God. Amen

A prayer acknowledging God the creator

Lord, we thank you for all the good things around us that gladden our
hearts and give us a feeling of optimism. May it prompt us to strive

to care for, and protect, the environment on land and sea. May future
generations know the benefits of our efforts and continue to know the
wonder of creation and acknowledge, like the psalmist, that ‘the earth is
the Lord’s and all that is in it/ We pray in your name. Amen

Scriptural reflection

Read Ecclesiastes 3 verses 1 to 8 which begins by stating:- ‘For
everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven!
As we think of a difficult and disordered, but potentially beautiful world,
what do YOU think as you read these familiar words?

Our Patronal Festival

Almighty God, who inspired Columba to confess Jesus Christ as Lord, and
subsequently to proclaim the Good News in this land and beyond. We thank
you for those who have built on the Christian foundations established in this

area and parish, and pray that we may be resolute in displaying the fruits of the
Spirit and a unity of purpose, now, and in the days ahead. Amen



A prayer attributed to St. Columba
Kindle in our hearts O God, the flame of love that never ceases, that it
may burn in us and give light to others. Amen

A prayer for all who study and learn

We pray for those known to us in schools, colleges and all places of learning,
who are undergoing exams at this time. Inspire all who teach that they may
guide and mentor all pupils and students in their studies for the better good
of their education and development. We think of all parents, teachers and
youth leaders that they may be effective in protecting the vulnerable from
bullying and exploitation. May students at all stages in education find truth
and make new discoveries, and in time, use them for the good of the human
race and for your greater glory. Amen

A prayer for school leavers

God of love, we pray for those who are leaving school or college this
month to enter employment. As they face the future and all that it holds
for them, help them to discover a purpose for their lives. Where there is
disappointment, grant them resilience and fortitude in continuing to find
the right path. Encourage those who bear responsibility for tackling the
difficult commercial and industrial problems currently in the wider world
that can effect employment prospects. In such circumstances, make them
and us sensitive to one another’s needs and generous in our response and
understanding. We ask it in your name. Amen

Parish organisations

Lord, we thank you for all who contribute generously in voluntary roles to our
organisations. May they be affirmed in the work they undertake. Help all who
lead and learn in this parish to mature in the Christian faith, and to develop a
growing loyalty to you as Lord. Amen




The gift of music

God of all creation, we thank you for the gift of music. Fill all who find joy in
music with your love, that they may make music of joy in our hearts, to the
honour and glory of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The sick, sorrowful and vulnerable

Lord, as we praise you for the blessings of life, we are aware that many are
facing difficult times through illness of body and mind, and through stress
and loneliness resulting from the loss of those they love. As they face daily
challenges and sometimes grieve and try to continue with their lives,
help them through our words and actions and those of all medical teams
to appreciate that they are not alone and they you are our refuge and
strength in all times of trouble. Amen

FINALLY... Words of a poem seen in a County Antrim Church
As you pause in this sacred place.................

Let the quiet enfold you and suspend you out of time

Feel your fears dissolving. Feel your tensions leave

Feel the peace descending. Now, there’s time to breathe

Let the stillness soothe you. Let it calm your fears

Lay aside your burdens. For all are welcome here.

There’s wisdom in the silence. There’s comfort in the air
Surrounded and supported by many years of prayer.

(Hope you will experience that sense of the ‘still small voice of God' in St.
Columba’s and other sacred places.)




-

.

St Columba’s Parish Church, Knock, Belfast

SUMMER CONCERT

Saint Columba’s Cantors & Soloists
Guest Instrumentalists
Tristan Russcher organ

Joe McKee choral Director
Saturday 28" June 2025 at 7.00pm

Retiring collection for Parish Music Fund

There will be light refreshments after the concert.

~

J
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MEN’S FORUM

M=y Our season ended at the beginning of May. Looking back

J on the first year of the formation of the Forum, we are
reasonably happy with how things have gone so far. The
current membership would | am sure ,be happy to share
their views and the benefits they received from it.

We are not being complacent and accept there’s still along
road to go. Currently our membership is low and considering the number
of families in the parish we are struggling to understand why it is that any
attempts to form an organisation for the male members ends up with little or
no response? Bowling was the main excuse when it was formally known as
St Columbas Parish Bowling club. Fair enough, we accepted that and formed
the Forum to try to get back to the original ethos when it was formed way

back in 1960. An organisation formed to allow the development of fellowship
and friendships for the male members of a growing parish. We held a talk at
the start of the season which was very well received and full of compliments.
I know | am not the best of organisers and am happy to accept any help from
any male members out there who feel they could contribute to make the
Forum succeed.The more ideas we share, the better the programme of events.
We resume on the 8" September in the hall, 7.30pm onwards. Give this some
thought over the summer, come and join us for a chat and refreshments any
Monday evening. Or contact me anytime over the summer break with your
views and comments. Details in the Columban. | look forward to hearing from
you over the next few months. After all its for your benefit and the parish as
a whole.

John Robb

Church hall cleaning rota

June 1% Nan Hillier and Isobel McDowell
June 15t Christine and lan Johnston
June 29 Nan Hillier and Isobel McDowell
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 scout Camp at Easter in Saintfield

A total of thirty scouts and six leaders
took part on a thankfully dry but chilly
weekend in Saintfield Demesne from
12-14 April. Scouts set off from St
Columba’s with maps in hand and fares
for the Glider and the 515 Ulsterbus.

Older scouts were designated as
navigators and ‘comms men’ (enabling
the Scoutmaster to know when they had
reached checkpoints) while others tried
not to lose equipment along the way or
eat the entire sweet ration before camp
really commenced.

All arrived safely on site for a weekend of traditional scouting activities and
skills with some labouring included to assist the landowner with clearing storm
debris from fields he hoped to use for silage. There were 5 patrols designated
over the weekend with scouts, led by patrol leaders required to be self-sufficient
in gathering wood for the fires and cooking all their own meals.

It is perhaps best left to some scouts themselves to narrate their own tales
of the weekend, so the brief reports provide a synopsis of how the weekend
unfolded through the eyes of the scouts themselves.

We are grateful to the Rector for his visit to our campsite and thankfully he has
survived a mug of tea made on site with no serious repercussions!
lain

Scoutmaster 4" and 24t Belfast Scouts

Euan’s Report

Camp is always a challenging experience. There is wood to be gathered, food to
be cooked and plates to be washed, and most of all you must stand on your own
two feet, unlike camps for previous levels of Scouting. However the more you
put in the more you get out, and this was, in my opinion, especially exemplified
at this camp.

We prepared over a number of weeks by packing the patrol boxes of all the
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essentials and loading up the van a few days
beforehand. This is always a crucial step as you must
have the correct equipment for your patrol.

Thankfully, the trip to the camp was very
straightforward. We got onto the initial bus into
town, and then took a second one towards Saintfield.
We got off and after hiking for an hour or so, we
arrived at the campsite and pitched our tents and
fire shelters.

Throughout the two days, we took part in a variety
of activities, including clearing a field of wood for
the farmer who lets us camp on his land free of
charge, and laser tag in the forest. We also went into
the town on Sunday afternoon, before packing up
and leaving by Monday lunchtime.

This was a popular camp, with over 30 scouts attending, including three P7’s,
which for them was their first camp. My patrol had two of these, and it was
rewarding to see their progress over the weekend and how they quickly adapted
to Scout camp, far different to the Cub camps that they would be used to.

Overall, | felt this was a successful camp where not only personal responsibility
was gained, but also communication and teamwork skills among Scouts of all
ages and experience levels. | hope the newer Scouts will return for many more
camps after this one

Toby’s Report

| really enjoyed our Scout Easter
Camp in Saintfield this year. The
excitement really started when
| began packing my rucksack
against a checklist sent from our
leaders. We all met on Saturday
morning at Saint Columba’s,
where we were briefed on our
journey. We set off, made it to
the bus stops and eventually the
campsite, all on time!

We were presented with some
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fun activities, such as laser tag and clearing a field of debris, to help the farmer
who owned the land. These activities were great fun! They added a change of
scenery and something different to do during our days at camp.

A trip into town to buy sweets was also on the agenda. We enjoyed these around
the campfire at night, sharing stories and having a laugh.

We had a surprise visitor on Saturday evening. None other than Reverend
Auchmuty himself! He seems really invested in all of us Scouts and it was lovely
he gave up his time to sit round the campfire with us.

Cooking over the fire was a difficult aspect to camp | thought. There were a lot
of challenges along the way, such as knife skills when preparing the food and
making sure it was cooked through without burning it! We enjoyed a range
of meals from sizzling sausages, mugshots, French toast, hotdogs, a fry and a
delicious vegetable pasta, thankfully without losing any actual fingers!

Sleeping in the tents that we set up is always fun, especially when you are with
your friends.

Overall, I had an excellent time at Scout Camp and look forward to more. They
have helped me develop new skills such as leadership (I was Petrol Leader this
time) and cooking. | also enjoyed meeting and chatting to new people too.

The combination of every aspect of this trip made for an action-packed
adventure, full of many memorable moments. Sadly, come Monday morning, we
were all picked up by our parents and made our way back to Saint Columba’s
where we put away the scouting equipment. This made for a good ending to our
trip, especially a stop off at KFC enroute home.

Kiran B’s Report
Day 1

We started off at St Columba’s smelling fresh and ready for camp and then took
the Glider into Town and caught the bus to Saintfield- our hike starting point. It
took us 45 minutes to hike to the campsite passing rivers and farmland on our
route. My first impression on arriving at camp was that it looked like a good site
and a fun place to spend a couple of days with your friends.

The first job was to raise our Scout flag and get to know our new patrols for
camp. This was going to be the boys we cooked our food with and fed the fire
with. Before you knew it, we had our tent up and it was time for dinner- delicious
sausages, beans and very dodgy Smash.

~\
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Day 2

The highlight of the day was
slicing my thumb while whittling
a woggle (apparently you are
supposed to whittle the wood
and not your thumb). We took
a pleasant drive to A&E and got
my thumb glued back together.
Tragically, this injury meant that
| could not do homework or any
written work in school for a week.
After getting fixed up, | talked my
mum into getting donuts for our
troop (for the pain and trauma).
It just about made up for the fact
| missed out on laser tag, but | wouldn’t have been able to pull the trigger
anyway. We had a fun time in Saintfield buying snacks and after dinner we
chatted around the campfire and toasted marshmallows.

Day 3

| woke up feeling like | could have stayed longer at camp- it was really fun.
During the morning we packed up everything and did a rubbish sweep to
make sure we left the camp as we found it. Then it was time for flag down and
to hit the road back to St Columba’s to air the tents and divvy up the washing
up. Thanks to the leaders for a great camp and fun time. Let’s do it again in
May....

JON’'T
FORGET!

The carpark at Bloomfield Collegiate will be available for use on Sunday
mornings — please make use of this very kind offer! This sharing of space
allows us to be more courteous with our parking off the Kings Road. We
kindly request that parishioners and visitors continue to park cars carefully
and be considerate of our neighbours and road safety for all.
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Railway and Model Club

Well, Its that time again. End of
another season and even though we
cease meeting as a club during the
summer months members will be in
and out still doing bits and pieces to
their various projects. | mentioned
in the last article the success of our
Anniversary Exhibiton and the money
raised had gone to the Building fund
for continuing works in the hall. The
amount raised ended up at £1250 as a
result of Gift Aiding. Many thanks again to those of you who assisted us in
achieving this target.

Plans are being made to visit Downpatrick and County Down Heritage
Railway in August where we will be given a guided tour by one our own
parishoners Robin Haldane who volunteers there. | will place at the back of
the church a list whereby non members of the parish can put their names
to also join us. Dates will be made know asap. At this time | can only confirm
it will be on a Tuesday in August. More details to follow.

John Robb Chairman.
(lohn Robb. Chairman 07956061929

J

\
JULY/AUGUST 2025 MAGAZINE

Articles or photographs for publication in the July/August
edition of the parish magazine should be handed or emailed
to the editor, Billy McAlpine, by 6 pm Wednesday, 11th June
His contact details are:-

10 Old Quay Court, Holywood BT18 OHT
Tel: 9042 4390 Email: colmaged@outlook.com

We all love to see photographs of people enjoying our Church activities. So we can
all benefit fully from this and for reproduction purposes, it is very important that
photographs are clear and in focus.

Many thanks
.
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Now is your chance to do something for your
church.

We are looking for some more volunteers to assist with the audio recordings
of the 10.30 service on Sundays.

The work is not difficult as full training will be given — the only requirement is that
you have a laptop to record and edit with, and the editing of the audio file is no
more difficult, in fact easier, than
using a word processor. An Inter-
net connection is required to up-
load the audio file to the website
before 14.00 on Sundays.

You will find this job most re-
warding —and this is your chance
to have some control of what is
heard - if you find the Rector’s
sermons are going on far too
long, then you will have the pow-
er to fade him out!

The more people we have avail-

able to assist means that you might only have to look after one or two services a
month. Other advantages include being able to sit at the back of the church. You
will however have to arrive early to the service to check the equipment and be
there for any rehearsals.

Your experience of mixing sound can be another line in your CV. We are an equal
opportunities employer - anyone from a teenager to a granny is welcome - the
usual non-negotiable volunteer fees apply.

If you are even slightly interested, but don’t wish to commit
just yet, then come and join us some Sunday morning and
see for yourself how easy it is to provide the sound in the
church and the recording.

Contact David Deane at the back of church or
on 07811 374186
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS

New members are always welcome at any of our organisations!

Sunday Sunday School 27, 31 and 4% Sundays Superintendent:
Junior nursery to P5 at 10.30am Lynn Ryan
Senior P6 and over 07955 479065
Créche 27, 3" and 4™ Sundays Lindsay Rothwell
at 10.30am
07710590574
Choir 9.30am Dr Joe McKee
07976 294574
Monday MU Afternoon Group 2" Monday each month 2.30pm |Joy Montgomery
9029 5427
Men's Forum 7.30pm John Robb
07956061929
Tuesday Ladies Badminton 10-00am - 12 Noon Gillian Popplestone
07730479478
Ladies Guild 3 Tuesday each month Eileen Anderson
2.30pm in the church 9020 3684
Activity Group Except 15t Tuesday Maureen Irwin
7.30pm 9079 5155
Mothers’ Union 1¢* Tuesday each month Barbara Laverty
8.00pm 9573 8743
Wednesday |Bible Study Group 2.30pm - 4.00pm Eileen Anderson
9020 3684
Cubs 6.45pm - 8.15pm Gareth McAuley
07884411354
Railway and Model Club 2.00pm to 4.30pm John Robb
07956061929
Thursday Art Club 9.30am Carole Crothers
07979093956
Scouts 7.30pm to 9.30pm lain Hall
07799 474111
Friday Mums and Tots 10.00am Joyce Stevenson,
07772128944
Bi-monthly |Pause As arranged Eileen Anderson
9020 3684
Monthly Youth Etc. As arranged Jonathan Martin,

(11-15 years)

07980 885990

Young Families

Social events as arranged

Rachel Stewart
07812247343
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WHO’S WHO IN ST. COLUMBAS

Rector

The Reverend Chancellor
John R Auchmuty

St. Columba'’s Rectory
29 Kings Road
BT5 6JG
028 9047 1514

rectorknock@down.anglican.org

Assistant Priests

The Reverend Canon
Ken Smyth

The Reverend Canon
Walter Laverty

3 Mount Royal
Bangor BT20 3BG
0289145 8706

6 Hanwood Heights
Dundonald BT16 1XU
028 9573 8743

Diocesan Lay Reader

Karen McAlpine

readercolumba@gmail.com

Rector’s Churchwarden

Michael Sadlier

07801 690234

People’s Churchwarden Mark Wilson 07714 658911
Rector’s Glebewarden lan Johnston 07850 999909
People’s Glebewarden lain Hall 07799 474111

John Proctor 0289087 0526

Honorary Sexton

Assistant Honorary
Sexton

Geoff Launchbury

028 9028 1204
07814 498 241

Rector, Churchwardens, Glebewardens, Hon. Secretary, Hon.
Treasurer, Assistant Hon. Treasurer, Rosemary Allister, David Craig,

Select Vestry David Kelly, Louise Mercer, John Macpherson, Nigel Morrow, Scott

Rutherford, Jim Stevenson, Richard Whiteside

Honorary Secretary Martin Moore . 07964 422574
martin@mooremj.plus.com

Honorary Treasurer Brian Acheson 028 9042 4892

Assistant Honorary Victor Dukelow 028 9029 0625

Treasurer
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Gift Aid Secretary Jack Dunlop 028 9065 4103

Victor Dukelow, Patrick Good,

Parochial Nominators Elizabeth Leonard, Linda Wilson

Diocesan Synod Patrick Good , Dr. Elizabeth Leonard
members Charles Auchmuty (Under 30)
Organls.t and Choral Dr Joe McKee 07976 294574
Director
Assistant Organist Brian Clements 028 9079 3641
. . . . 028 9042 4390
Magazine Editor Billy McAlpine colmaged@outlook.com
Parish Webmaster Dr Jonathan Stewart office.knock@down.anglican.org

C of | Gazette

Distributor Moranne Noad 07754523065
Bible Reading Joan Madill 028 9065 6591
Fellowship notes
Church flowers Eleanor Launchbury 028 9028 1204
Premise’s Convenor Stewart Beckwith 028 9048 6622
Crucifer Mark Laverty 028 9573 8743

Parish Office Karen Patterson
Administrator/ Office hours: Monday to
Financial Giving Friday
Secretary 9.00am-1.00pm 028 9065 6891

office.knock@down.anglican.org

Safeguarding Panel
The Rector, Select Vestry and parish leaders are committed to upholding good practice in
the parish's ministry with children and young people. Should you have cause for concern

or suspicion regarding child welfare in the parish please contact:
The Rector 02890471514 Patrick Good 02890656908 Elizabeth Leonard 02890653162




ST COLUMBA’S
KNOCK

An open door to friendship,

fellowship and faith

YOUR attendance can strengthen YOUR parish!

CHURCH CAR PARKING

P When parking to go to church services or
ﬁ Parish Organisations please be sensitive to

theresidents in the local community by taking
care not to block entrances or pavements.
Thank you!

Facebook

St Columba’s Knock is now on Facebook. ‘Like’
our page to see updates on events, services
and photos. Search coiknock on Facebook or
Messenger to find us easily.

For those who are new to St Columba’s and would like
more information about the life and membership of the

parish, please give your name and phone number to our
Churchwardens or contact the Parish Office during office
hours Monday-Friday, 9.00am-1.00pm on 028 9065 6891.
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